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Mote to. rBi destroyed — 
Kennedy not named * — 



By TOM JOHNSON 

n Sf«ff Writer 

® 1975 , Hit Drills Times Herald 

* Lee Haney Os-srald personally 
carried a "'threatening” letter to the 
federal Bureau ol Investigation office 
here several days prior to the arsassi- 
n_:iun cl Prc'ldcn: Jo :n F. K-nncdy. 

Dallas Times Herald has learned. 
~ e letter, which apparently did net 
mention Prevalent Kennedy, teas ce- 
_ strayed by FBI personnel s'.iurtly alter 
, .. lit* assassination and its existence 
nevvr w.-.s rrecalcill during intensive 
in\e»tiia;:en by she* Warren Commis- 
»i*-n. aivu.-Jing to sources within the 
FBI. 

Trj* FBI las Ij untied a fu : l 

* internal inquiry into the Oswald visit 
ml passible criminal violations in 



connection with destruction of the note f 
and failure to report its existence. 

In response to jnquirh s by The * 
Times Herald. FBI Director t'larcncci 
Jl. Kelley said SatunLy that an 
invest ixaticn "tends to substantiate l.tat 
Lee Harvey Os.vaiil visited the Dallas 
FBI cffice scviral days prior to the 
a vr *shta:l< :t « t p: r- > i-r.: K.— nr ly.” 

FBI statement, • 

Pegs To- A ■ 

Kelley said (icaaid vViUd the o.’.,.e 
"tpur.rtiy :.s tin* reset of- ii 
iMervit-.v by an FBI a;mt <•( 

( Oswald's* wife Jlarinn. in connection 
with Ilf.. FBI ir.vr.dlgation ol Ian* 
Haney I'.v.altl prior la . the 
assassination.” 

FBI auctus liad made contact with 
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Oswald’s wife on Nov. J, 1563, only 31 
days before the assassination. An.>:l:cr 
visit to her Irving home was made on 
Nov. 5, but it uas not successful. 

Tlic FSI probe into Oswald’s v Lsit 
was launch'd as a result of questions 
asked by Toe Tini-s It' rnld din ing a 
July 6. 1373, meeting with Kelley in 
Vt’ushirgtou FBI ltcrie.’ar'.L’s. The 
Ti:n<-s ii-.rald lias teen checking the 
previous!}- ur-reported incident for more 
titan two months. 

Tn a statement prepared for The 
Times Herald Saturday. Kelley said: 
‘‘Oswald left a note ai-iresrt! to this 
agent, and. although recollections vary 
as to the ocidi.ig of ti e note. ;i was 
for the purple or warning the a cent to 
desist from further interviews with his 
wife.” 

"Prior to the current FBI inquiries. 

there had been no Information concern- 
ing this visit acid note recorded In FBI 
records, and inquiries tend to 
corroborate that shortly after the 
assassination, the note in question was 
destroyed,” he said. 

Kelley said Saturday that "inquiries 
are continuing to determine the full 
torts concerning the handling of this 
matter.” Kelley said Attorney General 
Edv.ard Lev/ix being kept inoimcd on 
the progress of the investigation. 

Apparently those personnel in Dallas 
FBI offices at the time who !r.r.v of 
Oswald’s visit and his letter have kept 
the incident secret for almost 12 years, 
sources told The Times Herald. 

A person assigned to the FBI office 
at t}sc time of the assassination said of- 
the visit: "Oswald left a threatening 

at* ... he wanted the agent in charge 
£ his wife’s case to quit harassing 
iarina." — . 

■- "I didn’t actually see the note 
tyself, but I know it existed. There 
ere no more than a very few, at 
ost five or six, who saw the letter, 
pe of these was a secretary I 
pderstand has been transferred. 

”1 honestly don’t believe that Mr. 
f, Edgar) Hoover or Mr. CJ. Gordon) 
hankiin ever knew of the existence of 
sp letter. Tticy wvxdd have gone 
ipqugh the roof." the source said. 
'Shanklin was spet-i.il agent in 
- 4 rge of the Dallas FBI offices during 
& Kennedy assassination until retire- 
sent from that position this past June. 

Contacted by The Times Herald 
sturday, Shanklin said: "1 am cooper- 
ting with the FBI internal imestiga- 
on cm this. I never knew of it. 1‘ 
)swald came by (the Dallas FB» 
ffice), I didn't know.” 
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ine runes* i m i * - i,- 
^hanklin twice on this report, first 
preliminary information was 
^ ered by the newspaper and again 
on Saturday following Director Kelley’* 
statement to The Times Herald. During 
both interviews, Shanklin maintained 
he had no prior knowledge of Oswald's 
visit or a threatening letter. 

The Times Herald was told by a 
source within the FBI that following 
the assassination the rote was de- 
stroyed. "After the assassination, they 
destroyed it,” he said. 

Asked to identify who "they” were, 
the FBI source only would state: 
"other personnel in the Dallas offices 
. . . you’ll have to ask Hosty ®r Howe 
about that. I’ve told you all I'm going 
to say on that.” 

James P. Hosty Jr., who Sts raw 
assigned to the Kansas City FBI 
offices, was agent in charge of the 
Marina Oswald security-check investi- 
gation in Dallas. Agent Ken Howe was 
Hasty’s supervisor. Howe was transfer- 
red to the Seattle FBI offices 

approximately one year after the 
assassination, an FBI source said. 

Contacted by telephone Saturday in 
Kansas City, Hosty was asked il he 
knew of the letter's existence. 

"I don’t know anything about that.” 
Hosty said. "Not that I . . .. I’m sorry. 
I’m afraid I can't make any comment 
on this. I don’t know what you’fe 
talking about.” 

I Hosty repeatedly declined to discuss 
anything about the Oswald letter, 
referring all questions to Kelley. 

"Well, like I say, you can see sty 
position. I'm not in a position to say 
anything on that. I think I'm right, 
so. I’ll just go along and take orders. I 
sure hope so.” 

Howe now is assigned to the FBI 
office in San Diego. Calif. Attempts to 
reach Howe by telephone late Saturday 
were not successful. He had not 
returned messages left with the FBI 
there. 

Marina and her two small children 
had been living with Mrs. Ruth Paine 
at 1523 W. Fifth St., in Irving since 
theig return from New Orleans the last 
week of September. 1363. Mrs. Pate 
was separated from her husband, 
Michael, and s!ie befriended the Os- 
walds a year earlier when they were 
becoming active socially with several 
other Russian-speaking persons in the 
Dallas-Fort Worth area. 

A source said: "Prior to Lee 

Harvey Oswald's visit to the FBI 
offices. FBI agent* had visited the 
Pam* home in Dallas wiiere Marina 
Oswald was living. 

"Marina became frightmed during 
routine questioning, partly because of 
her inability to umierstand English 
welL Lee was nut tlicrc at the lime, 
and the agent left. 

"I understand Marina took down 




op Warren Corrmisslen exhibits,” 
tt: , p said. 

"Ai-Karently. Oswald became, up.'ct 
when Marina told him about the FBI 
Visit. ... I b*: real's wV..i; 
promptcd.his coming by Ike offices — 
and the threatening letter.” 

Shankfin confirmed the Paine home 
visit by Dallas olficc FBI agents prior 
to the assassination. He said they went 
by looking lor Oswald on c routine 
security check. "Hosty did go by Mrs. 
Paine's house looking for Osw?M F* 
wasn't there,” Shankiin sato. 

Shanklin said he had "fseanl reports" 
that Oswald had been its a garage 
adjacent to the downtown FBI offices 
prior to the assassination, but that h* 
had been unable to verify that repast. 

“I never could check that report 
a out,” he said. At the time. FBI offices 
were in the Santa Fe Building in 
downtown Dallas. 

Marina Oswald had met Lee Harvey 
in her native Russia. The routine check 
on her and her husband was a result 
of their having lived in the Soviet 
Union. During the 1350s. the FBI k'-pt 
regular checks on persons having lived 
in Communist-bloc countries. 

A Times Heraid source raid neither 
Oswald’s visit to the Dallas FBI offices 
nor the “threatening letter” resulted in 
pladng Oswald under active surveil- 
lance prior to President Kennedy’s ' 
Nov. 23 visit to Dallas. 

"That was the real -screwup, I . 
guess." the source said. ‘TVs did r.ot l 
dell police or other protective agencies 1 
about it . . . it seemed routine a: the ![ 
.time of his visit. Nuts and threatening 
mail come in all the time. Tr.e let'*r 
didn't threaten Kennedy. It raid Hosty 
should quit harassing Manna, I 
believe." 

"It wasn't until after the esvissuvi- 
ticn that the full impact of this thing 
hit ... Those who knew about it 
(Oswald's letter and visit) never HI 
about it ... I gues* because they 
never were asked about it . . . they 
never disclosed it. 

"In my judgment, this Information 
coming out will blow the lid off the 
whole damn ease. I worry shout it 
very much . . . since it looks like, you 
know, another government covcrup. 

"I am worried if will further 
damage the FBI. It was a bureaucratic 
scrcwup. Nohocy did the foUowup on it. . 
and the ’letter was destroyed. They 
didn’t want anybody cc know that 
Oswald had come by She offices, that 
he had kit a threat, that we bad failed 
to put him under surveillance." 

Deputy Director James B. Adam* of 
the Washington offices of the FBI raid 
Saturday that other than Kelley's 
statement they would have no further 
comment on the Investigation until "all 
Inquiries have been concluded and tlic 
matter considered by the deparur. it.” 
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Statement from the FSI 

Statement by Federal Bureau of Investigation Director Clarence 
M. Kelly, issued to The Dallas Times Herald Saturday by Associate 
Director James B. Adams: 

•'FBI Director Clarence M. Kelley confirmed today (Saturday) 
that inquiries conducted in response to quest.ons arVd by The Dallas 
Times Herald tend to substantiate that Lee Harvey Osrald visited the 
Dallas FBI office several days prior to the assassination cl 
President Kennedy, apparently as the result of an interview by an 
FBI agent of his wife Marina in connection with the FBI 
investigation of Lee Harvey Oswald prior to the assassination which 
was documented in the Warren Commission report. Oswald left a 
note addressed to uis agent and a.ihough rc:o. cctions vary as to 
the wording of tiie note, it was for the purpose of warning the agent 
Sc desist from further interviews of his wife. 

“FBI inquiries to date establish that tne note contained no 
references to President Kennedy or in any way would have 
forewarned of the subsequent assassination. Prior to the cur.rnt FBI 
inquiries, there had been no information concerning this udt and 
note recorded in FBI records, and inquiries tend to corroljorate that 
shortly after the assassination, the note in qtieslicn v. as destroyed. 

‘"Inquiries are continuing to determlrc the h i .. r r J ccncemmg 
the handling of this matter. 

"The Attorney General itns from the inrep ! i n ’ -cn l:rpt inarmed 
of the progress of FBi inquiries :o date. D rr-r -r "<• ’ *y as twbctre.l 
that there will be no further comment for puuhcaiivn until all 
Inquiries have been concluded and the matter considered by the 
department." 
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